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other local and 
but space precludes reviewing them here. 

COUNTY SWEREWBNDmT. INDIANA C 
SCHOOL. 

The Act of May 8, 1854 provided for 
$uperirYten&nt oi schosls. Ammdbgly, the 
Indiana County School Districts met in Indiana 
ed by naming Rev. Peter S b ,  
and William E m ,  s e c r ~ t a r i w .  The sala 

IhndaI1 of Bldrsville for the pos 
Samuel P. IMhmn on the first ballot.66 

At a mewing called by Boll 
five psrsbns - Robert McCrea, 
Bharge db: John Stanard - reco 

the business of beaching." h o t h e r  committee 
M. Clark, J. A. Ewing, Samuel Wolf, 
Loughry, was appointed to prepare 
be presented at the next meeting in 

p a n g  secretary; and W. 
Bollman's next step was 

would be any finaslcld aid to seawe two professors t;b assist 
county superintendent. On August 18 a meeting was held h the Indi 
Academy chaired by Rev. P. Sahm, with Andrew GeHg and A. 
McCullough, sacsewriee. A comaittee was set up kt% make th 

Professor J. F. Sto 



enrollment d 76, which increased to 108 by the end of the term. 
On account of Bollman's illness and inability to participate part 
of the time, S. M, Clark offered a resolution that Prof. Stoddard 
be asked to remain longer. Deputy State Superintendent, Dr. Henry 
C. Hickok, visited on October 11 & 12 and "designated Indiana a s  
the Banner County in the Educational Cause, west of the mountains," 
giving much of the credit to Rev. Bollman. The following resolution 
was adopted: 

Whereas, a Normal School has been raised up and made, to 
flourish in Indiana County, in the midst of not only a chilly apathy 
towards all educational advancements, but of active opposition 
arrayed against all improvement in the culture of the youthful 
faculties; and whereas this school has been brought into existence, 
cherished and sustained, by the disinterested and indefatigable 
energy and perseverance of S. P. Bollman, our County Super- 
intendent, until the most satisfactory proofs have been afforded 
of the incalculable utility of this school, therefore 

Resolved, That we 'the pupils of the Indiana County Normal 
S c h d ,  hereby express our gratitude to our Superintendent, for 
his nnwearying labors in behalf of education generally, and part- 
icularly for the improvement of teachers, and system of 
teaching,. .68 

The second session of the county Normal School began Octo- 
ber 1, 1856 and continued for four weeks. It was similar in structure 
to the first. Tuition of $2.50 was charged. Among the resolutions 
wecs two commending Rev. Bollman and exp~essing "our earnest 
d&e that he be re-elected."69 The annual sessions of the Normal 
School continued each year. 

In March 1857 Rev. Bollman announced his candidacy for re- 
election, stating he had "fairly learned the businessHand was "an- 
xiws to have an opportunity to prove his sldll, and rectify his 
apprenticeship blunders,. ." On May 4 the school directors re-  
elected him and increased his salary to $650." 

The County Superintendency seems to have come under heavy 
local attack about this time, and near the end of the year 1857 we 
find the Pennsylvania State Teachers Association meeting in the 
Indiana Lutheran Church (December 29 & 30). Among the resolu- 
tions were the following: 

Whereas: In some seetions of [Indiana] county the attempt has 
been made to underrate the importance of, and to overturn the 
office of County Superintendent.. 

Resolved. That the County Superintendency, when its duties 
are properly discharged, i s  the chief animating influence in 



472 

our common School System.. 
Resolved, That ta remove it would be a g o s s p  
Resolved, That shsuld the unenlightened p a r s h a y , '  

seeks its removal, be sucessful, if would be emboldmml 
the demolitim of the whole conservative edifice. 

Resolved, That we as an Association reiterate our 
in the County Superfn~ead~my.' ' 
The nature of the oppositi 

and Andrew Getty of Conemaugh Towns 
Cornwell of tWana was also suggested in a letter signed "Civitas," 
but Cormell withdrew hi6 name before the voting on May 7- Another 
letter signed ''A Common School Teacher'' observed W ''Rival 
~gndidgm w e  clamoring like hungry wolves for the siEj@e, and 
advertising themselves in every possible way." Bollman was re- 
e l W ,  receiving 67 votes. Wolf received 28 votes, Getty 12, qachob 

teachers. In 1859 the catalogue of the Indiana Seminary, of wMch 

In January 1865 the Indiana Wwk 
conduct of the county and distriot 

of the 118 votes cast. 

NORMAL SCHOOL ACT 

Not many people realize that an Indiana Countian, Titian J. Cafieq 
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e State." He was named chairman of a 
te which reported favorably on the 
0, 1857 and thus was laid the founda- 
n later of the State Normal School 

ecognized friend of education, had 

desired to borrow $4,000 
August it was announced that 

stlake would bd school ~uperintendent.'~ 
formal openirig was held September 11 at 2:30 p.m. State 

gave an address; a s  also 
nt , and others. The school 
Primary to the High School 
onday September 17. About 
1 directors "to pupils wish- 

1/2 acres of ground 
d fence. The building was 
t s  intersection with School 

were located on each of 
two playgrounds. The tho-story building was 65x75 feet, each story 
fifteen feet. There were six classrooms, each25x35 feet, and a lecture 
room 35 x75 furnished with settees and lamps. There was a stone 
basement. In the classqooms were 320 desks and chairs of several 
sizes, made of cherry wood, with metal legs screwed to the floor. 
Each teacher had a neat b s k  and chair. All the walls were "handsome- 
ly papered" except forl the blackboards. "Venetian Shutters" had 




