
Named in Their Memory--- Buildings Honor Contributors to Indiana Growth
(“Indiana Gazette”  August 8, 1966)
      Thomas Carlyle’s assertion to the effect that history is the essence of innumerable biographies is nowhere more truly illustrated than in the ninety-one year history of Indiana Normal School—Indiana State Teachers College—Indiana State College—Indiana University of Pennsylvania.
     Most pointedly the names of the buildings at Indiana University of Pennsylvania reveal a great deal concerning people who have had a large role in the growth and development of the university.
     Indiana Normal School’s first building, which is still standing and which was constructed in the 1870s, was named John Sutton Hall in honor of the first president of Board of Trustees.  John Sutton was one of the original planners and founders of the school and served as president of the trustees from 1875 until his death on June 9, 1877.  
     Clark Hall, present administration building at the university, was named in honor of Silas M. Clark, another of the original planners and founders of the school who served on the Board of Trustees, serving from 1878 to 1891, in that role.  Clark Hall was erected in 1903 on the site of a building burned that year.  It was used as a dormitory for men until 1924; from 1924 to 1960 it served as a women’s dormitory.  In 1960 Clark Hall was reconverted into an administration building containing offices for the president, deans, business, graduate studies, public relations, and other administrative functions.
     Wilson Hall, erected in 1893 as the Model School, was named for A. W. Wilson, third president of the Board of Trustees.  Andrew W. Wilson was also one of the original planners and founders of the school and became a member of the first Board of Trustees in 1875.  He served on the Board from 1875 to 1897. Wilson Hall served as the library of the college from 1941 to 1960.  Since 1960, the building has been a center for the Division of Social Sciences.
     Thomas Sutton Hall, erected in 1903 as an addition to John Sutton Hall, contains a kitchen, dining rooms, and dieitian’s office on the first floor as well as housing for 65 women students on the second and third floors.  Thomas Sutton was the son of John Sutton and came on the Board of Trustees in 1878 as treasurer.  He served as trustee fro 1889 to 1936, a period of 56 years and as fourth president of the Board from 1897 to 1936, for nearly 40 years.
     Jean R. McElhaney Hall, completed in 1931, houses the art, business, and foreign languages departments.  The building is named for Jean R. McElhaney, a graduate of Indiana Normal School who organized the art department in 1906 and was the first director of the department until 1928 when she retired.
     Leonard Hall, named for Jane E. Leonard, preceptress (dean of women) at Indiana Normal School from 1875 to 1920, was erected in 1903 as a recitation building.  The original structure was destroyed by fire April 14, 1952 possibly due to a chemical explosion after the floors were polished with linseed oil. A new Leonard Hall was constructed by the General State Authority and opened in September, 1954.  The present building currently contains acadmic classrooms, laboratories, faculty offices, and the Indiana Film Library.
     David J. Waller Gymnasium, completed in 1928, contains two gymnasiums, a swimming pool, physical education classrooms, and faculty offices.  It is now used for health and physical education instruction of women students.  The building was named for Dr. David Jewett Waller, Jr., president of the institution from 1893 to 1906.  Dr. Waller also served as president of Bloomsburg for 27 years and as Superintendent of Public Instruction for three years.
     John S. Fisher Auditorium, completed in 1939, has a seating capacity of 1600 and a large well-equipped stage.  The auditorium was named for the late Governor (1927-1931).  John S. Fisher, a graduate of the school in 1886 and a member of the Board of Trustees for 24 years, nine of them as vice president of the Board.
     John A. H. Keith School, completed in 1939, houses the Keith Laboratory School (kindergarten through sixth grade) primarily for purposes of observation and demonstration.  The building also houses offices of the placement director and director of professional laboratory experiences as well as other faculty offices and university classrooms.  Keith School was named for Dr. John A. H. Keith, president of the college from 1917 to 1927 and superintendent of public instruction from 1927 to 1931 during the administration of Governor John S. Fisher.  Special Education Building, completed in 1961, is a wing of John A. H. Keith School and house speech, reading, and psychological clinics and a classroom.
     Whitmyre Hall, named for Walter M Whitmyre who retired as dean of men in 1954 after serving for 37 years, was completed in 1952.  The dormitory houses 210 men students, recreational rooms, music practice rooms, the dean of men’s office and apartment, and the Whitmyre Dining Hall.
     The Rhodes R. Stabley Library, named for the late Dr. Rhodes R. Stabley, chairman of the English-Speech department from 1941 to 1960, was completed in the spring of 1961.  The three-storey building is located between Clark Hall and Fisher Auditorium, houses 200,000 books, and provides study room for about 500 students.
     Military Hall, a war surplus structure erected in 1947, is located on Grant Street and serves as headquarters for the Reserve Officers Training Corps.
     The Art Education Annex, formerly Judge John Pratt Elkin’s Breezedale Estate, was acquired by the college together with six acres of land in 1947.  The building has been renovated and houses studios and classrooms for the Art department.
     Langham Hall, named for Judge J. Nicholas Langham, president judge of the Indiana County Court for 20 years and member of the Board of Trustees of the college for 14 years, was completed in 1960.  Langham Hall provides rooms for 185 men students, recreation area, lounges and study rooms.
     Wahr Hall, named for Corinne Menk Wahr of the class of 1916, who left more than $100,000 to the college for scholarship purposes, is located immediately adjacent to Langham Hall.  Wahr Hall, completed in 1960, houses 152 women students, recreation rooms and lounges, and quarters for an assistant dean of women.
     Cogswell Hall, housing the music department classrooms, practice rooms, studios, offices, recital hall, and a small auditorium seating about 375, was completed in 1960.  Cogswell Hall on South Eleventh Street is named for Hamlin E. and Dorothy Cogswell who were at Indiana during 1906 to 1916 when Mr. Cogswell served as firs director of the music department and Mrs. Cogswell as a music teacher who also composed the Alma Mater.
     Walsh Hall is named for Dr. Mathew J. Walsh, long-time professor, department chairman, dean of instruction, and acting president at varying times in more than a 25-year period before his retirement in 1942.  Walsh Hall, located immediately east of Wilson Hall, houses science and mathematics classrooms and faculty offices.  The building was completed in 1960.
     Agnes Sligh Turnbull Hall, Mabel Waller Mack Hall, and Hope Stewart Hall form a complex of three dormitories housing more than 300 women students.  Opened in 1963, the complex is located on the former Memorial Athletic Field between Grant, maple, and Eleventh Streets and Pratt Drive. Agnes Sligh Turnbull, the noted American novelist, was a graduate of the Normal School in 1910.  Mrs. Mabel Waller Mack, a daughter of President David Jewett Waller, Jr., graduated from the Normal School in 1896, and served as a member of the Board of Trustees from 1920 to 1936 and from July 1944 to May 1956.  During the latter period, Mrs. Mack was also vice president of the Board of Trustees.  Miss Hope Stewart was a faculty member at the college from 1899 to 1904 and the second dean of women from 1904 to 1938. 
     Jennie M. Acherman Hall, located on East Campus along Pratt Drive and Grant Street, was dedicated in May, 1964,  and houses the University School of Home Economics.  Miss Ackerman was a member of the fculty from 1897 to 1904 and director of teacher at Indiana from 1904 to 1938.
     McClellan Gordon Hall, a new dormitory housing 230 men and the office of the assistant dean of men, is located immediately north of Keith School.  Completed in January, 1964, Gordon Hall was named for McClellan Gordon, an outstanding mathematics professor at the college from 1892 to 1927.
     Joseph M. Uhler Hall, formerly Thaddeus Stevens School, was acquired by the college in 1963-1964 and completely remodeled and converted into a college classroom building housing the education-psychology and elementary education departments.  Uhler Hall was named for the late Dr. Joseph M. Uhler, president of the institution from 1942 to 1947.  Dr. Uhler had been with Indiana from 1922 on as a faculty member, director of student teaching and placement, dean of instruction, and other posts until 1942.
     Elkin Hall, located on the southeast corner of School Street and Oakland Avenue, is a five-storey dormitory housing 314 women students.  Completed in January, 1965, Elkin Hall is named for Judge John Pratt Elkin sho served 29 years o the Board of Trustees.
     Charles R. Foster Hall houses dining room facilities for more than 1,000 persons, cafeterias, and other offices, and is located on the southwest corner of Grant and Eleventh Streets. Completed in 1965, the building was dedicated in May of that year.  It is named for Dr. Charles R. Foster, president of the institution from 1927 to 1936.
     Carl S. Weyant Hall is a new multi-million dollar science complex located along Oakland Avenue from Washington Street north.  This building, which will be ready for occupancy in the fall of 1966, will furnish 85 or more classrooms and laboratories for biology, chemistry, and physics departments.  It is name for the late industrialist-inventor-businessman Carl S. Weyandt who served as a member of the Board of Trustees from 1956 to the time of his death in 1964.
     Memorial Field House, completed in January, 1966, was dedicated May 28, 1966 to alumni who died in the services of the United States during the twentieth century.  This marked the first occasion in which a major building of the university has been named for a group of people rather than an individual.  The Memorial Field House, located off South Eleventh and Glass Streets is in the vicinity of the new athletic field area consisting of 20 acres of land, including a new baseball diamond, six all-weatjer tennis courts, practice field and the George P. Miller Football Stadium, named for George P. Miller—coach.

