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Purpose: A survey was sent to all academic departments at IUP. It was addressed to the chair of the curriculum committee in each department. The survey was to determine the extent of Information Literacy components embedded in the curriculum for the majors in each department.

Returns: Of the 39 departments to receive a survey, 13 returned a completed survey. 

Academic College of Returnees:
Business and Information Technology 
2

Education and Education Technology
1

Fine Arts




1

Health and Human Services


4

Humanities and Social Services

3

Natural Sciences and Mathematics

1

Continuing Education



0

Other: Student Affairs



1

Response to, “Does your department have a curriculum plan to address the development of Information Literacy skills in your majors?

No, not at this point





7
No, but we are working on a plan



0
Yes, we have recently implemented a plan


1
Yes, we have been using a plan for two years

3
We have faculty who address IL but no formal plan

2

Two of the 13 respondents indicated that they currently do not have any courses that address Information Literacy components in their major courses. Of the 11 departments who indicated that they offered course to their majors with Information Literacy content, 92 individual courses were identified (one department indicated that all 50 of their courses had some of the components and another indicated that all of their courses had content).

Review of Information Literacy Matrix to Determine Frequency of Responses:

1. Framing the Research Question

# of Departments
# of Courses

Developing


11


44

Proficient


9


35 + (50)

Accomplished


8


28

2. Accessing Sources

# of Departments
# of Courses

Developing


11


37

Proficient


8


27

Accomplished


9


31

3. Evaluating Sources

# of Departments
# of Courses

Developing


11


31

Proficient


7


23

Accomplished


9


26

4. Evaluating Content

# of Departments
# of Courses

Developing


7


24

Proficient


8


28

Accomplished


7


30

5. Using Information for a Specific Purpose

# of Departments
# of Courses

Developing


11


33

Proficient


8


23

Accomplished


9


24

6. Understanding Issues Affecting the Use of Information

# of Departments
# of Courses

Developing


10


34

Proficient


5


21

Accomplished


7


29

Summary:

This survey can serve as a beginning benchmark for the Liberal Studies Committee to identify the status of formal Information Literacy efforts within academic departments. Future comparisons of departmental efforts with Information Literacy can be compared to this initial data.

This survey illustrates that some faculty are aware and include Information Literacy components in their courses but formal inclusion in each program of study is lacking. This information may be beneficial for the Liberal Studies Committee as they continue their attempt to ensure all IUP students are Information Literate.

